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When older and stronger pigs are diseased, the head may become so large and disfigured as to resemble the trunk of an elephant (Fig. 25). The front of the face loses its shape when the bones and cartilages of the head become diseased. If the facial swellings are cut into, they will usually be found to contain pus. As the swellings about the nose increase in size, the passages of the nose close and often make breathing very difficult. After a time the ulcers become raw bleeding sores and the animal presents a pathetic appearance. The owner of small pigs which show swellings, ulcerations, and scabs about the nose may be sure the animals are suffering from necrotic rhinitis or the nose form of necro.
Treatment
When the head is very badly swollen and shapeless, the most humane treatment would be to destroy the animal.
Any treatment to be really effective must be used in the early stages of the disease when the ulcers or sores about the nose are very small. Even these small sores require persistent and painstaking treatment. If the owner continues to keep the pigs in the same infected yards, treatment might as well be omitted. The raw sores should be scraped until all the diseased and dead tissue is removed and until clean flesh is reached. If the sores are small they should be burned with a stick of lunar caustic or painted with full strength tincture of iodine. The sores must be treated daily by continuing to remove the accumulations of dead flesh. If the caustic is not available, any good antiseptic solution may be substituted. A 10-per-cent solution of nitric acid applied with a cotton swab has given good results. Any application to be successful should be used only after the scabs and dead tissue underneath are scraped away. In the meantime the pigs should be placed on clean pastures. If the bones of the head are diseased and the breath is foul, the best advice is not to attempt treatment at all.